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Witness Tells of CIA Plot to Kill Castro 


A fter a 25-year silence, a witness has stepped 
out of the shadows to tell how a covert CIA 
mission to liquidate Cuban President Fidel 
Castro backfired. The Marxist ruler was tipped off 
that the CIA was trying to kill him. Instwd, he may 
have turned the hired guns against President John 
F. Kennedy. 

The witness, a Washington police officer named 
Joseph Shimon, played an undercover role in the 
bizarre tragedy. He sat in on the meetings where 
the Central Intelligence Agency's William Harvey 
and the Mafia's Johnny Rosselli plotted the 
assassination of Castro. 

The covert operation had the blessing of two of 
America's most notorious crime figures: Sam 
• Giancana, boss of the Chicago mob, and Santos 
Trafficante, who controlled the Cuban underworld 
^ before Castro came to power. Shimon quotes 
Trafficante as saying, “ni get you the contacts, 
give you a lot of names. But keep me out of it." 

Harvey and Rosselli recruited killers 
recommended by Trafficante. Six assassination 
teams were dispatched to Cuba; not only did all six 
fail, they also disappeared. 

Harvey and Rosselli concluded that teams of 
professional hit men wouldn't have failed 
repeatedly unless Castro had been waiting for 
them. "You don't have that many misses, and these 
fellows are not coming back," Shimon said. 

Only six people knew about the CIA plot to use 
the Mafia to knock off Castro. No mention of the 
operation had been committed to paper. Yet Castro 
must have been tipped off. 

I The finger of suspicion pointed to Trafficante. 


Though he had been jailed and his gambling casinos 
seized by Castro, for some inexplicable reason. 
Trafficante got out of Cuba unscathed after Castro 
came to power, Shimon recalled, “Suddenly 
Trafficante is released .... He comes back here 
with all his assets, with the yacht .... Others 
eventually got out, but they left Cuba broke. 
Trafficante came out with all his money, 
immediately went into business and look how big he 
got overnight. He spread out all over the South." 

Shimon confront^ Giancana and asked whether 
Trafficante was reliable. “Frankly," Giancana 
confided, “he's a rat." The CIA came to the same ^ 
conclusion and abruptly called off the Mafia. But » 
the CIA continued to look for other ways to ^ 

eliminate Castro. 

Castro no longer knew where the CIA would 
strike next. So he issued a public warning in 
September 1963. If the CIA persisted in trying to 
kill Cuban leaders, he said, then “American leaders 
will not be safe." 

Two months later. President Kennedy was 
gunned down in Dallas. Shimon figured that Castro 
had conspired with Trafficante. Shimon said his 
conclusion was “confirmed by Harvey," who had 
other information from the CIA. 

Shimon said, “They had other sources, too. They 
were satisfied that this had to be retaliation by 
Castro .... Castro decided, look, if this (CIA 
murder mission] is gonna continue on, let's have a 
little self-defense. This is a two-way game." 

Shimon is just one of a number of witnesses who 
have provided evidence that Castro turned the 
tables on the CIA and Kennedy. 


